[Is there a link between chronic chlamydial infection and childhood asthma?].
The paper explores the possible role of chronic chlamydial infection in childhood bronchial asthma. Sera of 51 asthmatic children and 36 controls were examined by ELISA in search for specific IgA anti-Chlamydia pneumoniae and anti-Chlamydia trachomatis. Results were positive for Chlamydia pneumoniae in 7/51 children with asthma compared with 1/36 controls. Specific IgA anti-Chlamydia trachomatis antibodies were detected in 2/51 patients with asthma and in one of the 36 controls. Infected children, more often than asthmatics without specific chlamydial IgA, suffered from more severe forms of asthma and required multiple-drug therapy, but none of the differences appeared statistically significant.